
>|p|ln and welcofflp to the <ith issue of the ONLY newsletter devoted to 

tnreisri Kenre fare. Not a lot of BK this go around ns 1 have lots of 

reviews tin liand. 1 recently saw /.UMhI 3 rumored to he tlire«:te(l hv 
Bruno Mattel when Lucio Kulci Rot sick. It’s a tviiical analKnm of 

he 1 1 er mov i e s I uia i ii I I li n se il i r e< I eil li\ Co n i'ko kuiiin ro . ho I it ' s fiol an 

nut and Dill disaster. Squishy elleets dumiiwite a )ilrit that was ohi 
hat circa l^hH, liiiwever should it ever liirn U|> over here (and I hti\e 
mv doulits whether Malian horror films will ever return to our video 
stores in iarffe nnmher.s I vno eoiiitl do <i Itil worse than this. 


NOTHING UNDERNEATH (1967) SONY VIDEO 

REVIEWED BY JOHN THONEN 

NOTHING UNDERNEATH li a fill about 
a psychotic killor loose aaongst 
beautiful Models In Europe. It la 
hardly an original Idea, dating 
back to Harlo Bava'a senlnal clas- 
sic BLOOD AND BLACK LACE (Media) 
and It's rarely been done veil 
since. Mhich only goes to Make 
this flln such a pleasant and un- 
expected surprise. NOTHING UNDER- 
NEATH is the best Giallo to reach 
these shores in years. Better e- 
ven than the recent Argento ef- 
forts (though 1 hove yet to see 
OPERA). It nay nark the arrival 
of a najor nev talent in European 
f ilnnaklng. 

in apparent vilderness that then 
crosses a nodern highway, there is little doubt that this filn wants 
to be different fron its nany predecessors. Ne are quickly introduced 
to Yellowstone Park forest ranger Bob Crain whose twin sister, we 
learn is in Europe pursuing a nodeling career. The filn cuts 
frequently to sister Jesse and we are given a taste of her rather 
decadent lifestyle, one that adoring, but straight-laced , brother Bob 
would abhor. 

Nhlle out in the park vilderness (lovely location fllnlng) Bob begins 
to suffer fron visions. They conpletely black out his nornal sight 
and inperil his life when one strikes while he is crossing a flinsy 
bridge. The visions eventually convey that his sister is in great 
danger, perhaps about to be nurdered by an -unseen figure wielding open 
scissors. 

Unable to reach his sister in her hotel Bob Jets to Italy where he 
finds that she has been nlsslng since the day of his vision. He 
contacts Police Connissloner Danesl (another sonbulant Donald 
Pleasance perfornance) who is leery of Bob’s tale of visions but 
intrigued by the young nan's obvious sincerity. Bob neets several 
residents of Jesse's hotel (all nodels) who were friends of his 
sister's but they seen to know little. Anong these is a particularly 
lovely node! naned Barbara (Renee Sinonsen in her apparent filn debut 
is a real stunner with real presence) and the two seen a bit taken 
with each other. A rather sweet, hesitant ronance bloons between the 
two as the filn progresses. 

Nhlle Bob uncovers little to solve his sister’s disappearance, the 
nystery grows as several nodels, all aquaintences of Jesse's, are 
brutally killed. Ne see that the killer is the sane one gllnpsed in 
Bob’s visions, but the identity renains obscured. Danes! is know very 
interested and theorizes that Jesse nay not be dead but actually be 
the killer. This theorv becones a virtual certainty when a wealthy 
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lecher coaes forward to tell a story of an evening of wild sex and 
drugs that he spent with Jesse and several other aodels, each already 
a vlctla. He fears for his own life and confesses that their own 
evening of debauchery ended in a gaae of Russian roulette that left 
one girl dead. The group disposed of the body and he gave thea each a 
fortune in diaaods to buy their silence. One diaaond is found at the 
scene of one of the aurders and Danegi is convinced that Jesse is 
killing the aodels for the diaaondst knowing they won't go to the 
police for fear of iaplication in tba roulette death. 

Bob is unsure of Danesi's theories end still believes his sister is 
deed. Then a recently posted letter arrives froa Jesse and Bob 
accepts that she is probably the killer. On his way to leave the city 
Bob has another vision. This one leads hia to risk his life entering 
a building where he will find his sister and solve the aystery of the 
aurders . 

That's it. I refuse to tell anyaore of the story. I'll only say thal 
the ending was both surprising and decidely perverse, yet believable 
and logical within the story's fraaework. Soaething one can’t always 
say for Italian aurder aysteries. The flla has a very Hitchcockian 
feel about it (particularly Pino Donnagio's Keraannesque score) but it 
never stoops to the bletant plagiarisa of Brian DePalaa. Director 
Vanzine (the son of fila director Stefano Steno who aade the excellent 
DAGGER EYES. ED. NOTE), the fila's co-author, aay have been Influenced 
by the aaster, but he is not another clone. 

NOTHING UNDERNEATH (the title refers to a character's description of 
the eapty souls that lie beneath the aodel's beauty and not to a lack 
of undergaraents) is no'-, as stylized or as deaentedly brutal as aost 
of Argento’s work, but 7t Is crisply directed, well acted and offers 
enough nudity, violence and perversity to satisfy all but the aost 
Jaded of thriller fans and is easily the aost auspicious directorial.' 
debut since Michele Soavi's STAGEFKIGHT (laperial). It Is a genuine 
pity that the fila has been given an unceraaonlout video release. 
With some care it probably could have had a decent theatrical run. 
Scimt-thiiiv nil llirilltir ha<> had in years in this country. 



fntorviow witli Victor Taroel 

Victor Tsrael iias lundo over (50 filiiis, r-ni^inp: from starriiir roles 
to cluirncter parts, for a number of different iJiroctors. While one 
of tlio nicest yuyfj La the world, his sinister appearance, particularly 
if his hair is ruffled a little bit, makes hlin a typical mad scientist 
type, alcoholic knosk off material, or psycho for the horror genre* 

He has, however, ployed in a number of different rolee ranging from 
drama to comedy. 

Q. Victor, how matiy filias have you made, particularly in the horror 
realm? 

A.I*ve made so many pictures T don't think I could count them all, 
ranging from all types of action, I've worked under all the top 
directors in Spuin, Including De Ossorio, .German Honzo, Juan Ulloa, 
and many more, plus done films in other areas as well* 

O.Do you have any new films out? 

A, Yes, recently T finished -i film directed by Ulloa, which is a comedy, 
not horror, set in southern .“Ipain, As for horror, there is one out 
now called I'agic London in which I have the starring role. It involves 
a series of young girls being luurdered in London, but Is better than 
the average serial killer type of film, ''’his film was directed by 
German ’’onzo and also starred Vercedes Fillola, Oscar "orales, and 
vonji Ayaehi. Tt Is a very different film. 

Q.You enjoy the horror film as a genre? 

A, Yes, most definately, I like horror film. It is a very original 
type of cinoma and has a very long history. 

Q.You haVBoften been typecasted as a drunk too, it seems, someone who 
is destined to be killed by a monster or mad killer? Does this 
stereotype bother you. 

A, Mo, because T have had opportunities to play all roles. My moot 
MOtiiorabla character in the role you mentioned was as a watchman in 
Amando De 0BBorlo"e film, The Sea Seppent, which also starred Tim 
Bottoms, ilay Milland, and also the daughter of Tyrone Power, which 
was unusal for it was a cast which starred Americans. Anyway, t 
played a drunken workman who got killed by this giant sea serpent 
which was risen from the water due- to a nuclear accident. It was a 
flln a lot like those that came out of Japan earlier, with the giant 
dinosaurs and monsters, 

Q.Do you ever turn down roles or film offers? 

A. Yea, One example was when Jacinto Molina came to me and offered me 
a role as a drunken madman in The Offspring Of The Devil. I told him 
I would be glad to do thepart.,.lf he paid me this certain amount of 
money. He could not afford the guarantee T wanted so I did not take 
the part. Instead, he got Chris Huertas from Madrid to play the role. 

If the money would have been right, I would have probably done it, 
but he didn't want to pay the price I asked so I did not take the part, 

O.You presently live in Barcelona? , ^ 

A, No, in Mataro, which is close to that city, I moved to a new home 
a while ago. 

CJ.Do you plan to remain active In cinema or is retirement coming? 

A, I plan to remain active for a long time to come. 


Dale Pierce 



THE SLASHER IS THE SEX MANIAC (1976) 
DIRECTED BY ROBERTO HONTERO REVIEWED BY JEFF SMITH 


Here's s Kosh-awful Italian detect Ive/revenRe/a lasher flick of a type 
that proliferated in the 70's. Farley Granger stars as a typical 
hard-boiled cop on the trail of a Mysterious knife wielding psycho who 
only kills UNFAITHFUL Married woHon. This flln is a three scene 
progression on a loop reel: Married woMan has a liason with her secret 
lover (BMple nudity throughout), she gets butchered by the Mysterious 
killer, then Farley shows up to investigate; this sequence is repeated 
endlessly, only briefly interrupted by an undeveloped sub-plot about 
Oranger'B estranged wife (luscious Sylva Kosohina. best reManbared 
for her role in the two Steve Reeves' HERCULES filns). which sets up a 
so-so "surprise" ending. 1 an in total agreenent with the editor of 
this sine that Italian wonen are anong the Most beautiful in the 
world, and seeing theM frequontly unclothed is certainly not hard on 
the eyes, but the pointless brutality of this filn and the 
relnf orcenent of the ludicrous cinenatic notion that enjoyable sex is 
punishable by death (a staple of the FRIDAY THE 13th clunkers) lends 
it all a distasteful, Misogynistlc taint. Hontero's direction is flat 
and uninspired, the action is negligible, the clneMatography dark and 
ugly. According to Fsychntrnnlc , this file was recut with hard-core 
footage shot in Anerica (featuring, anong others, DEEP THROAT'S Harry 
Reens) and re-tltled PENETRATION. but that version is unseen by this 
reviewer. As it stands, THE SLASHER IS A SEX MANIAC is a tepid, 
sonewhat Mean-spirited Mess, but is ultiMately More forgettable than 
truly excreble. 


The fourth issue of the British Fanzine RATS IN THE CELLAR is out. 
Goblin, Soavi, Cannibals are ail covered. Write Steve Dunn at 8 
Linestone Rd .Burniston, Scarborough , Y013 ODG, UNited Klngdon. 
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AMSTEHDAMNED (1988) VEST80H VIDEO 
DIRECTED BY DICK MAAS REVIEWED BY FREEMAN WILLIAMS 

You just don't see many Dutch films. I’ve come across, really, throe 
of them. One was a very good film of Tljs van Aackermann' s 
excellent police procedurals (I blush to admit I've forgotten the name 
of the film, but THE LAUGHING POLICEMAN with Walter Matthau was an 
Americanized version). Of the other two, one leads up to this review. 

The second film was Dick Maas' THE LIFT, a diverting little shocker 
which at least got points in roy book for a thoroughly original 
beastie: an automated elevator with an experimental computer brain 
gone berserk. 

So, I had high hopes for AMSTERDAMNED. What a jerk I am. 

I should have known. 1 read the tape box. I read the little capsule 
review in Fngoria. But no. no, hope Is a tiny little bird beating 
away in my ribcage, that maybe this, this with a European viewpoint 
would be different. 

The little bird has since died if malnourlshment. 

Some eelbraln is slithering around the canals of Amsterdam and cutting 
up people. Predictably, the killer wears a full-face cold water scuba 
mask remlnscent of a certain piece of sports equipment made popular by 
an American eelbraln. Red herrings come and go, and in the enraging 
tradition of the very first FRIDAY THE 13TH, we eventually find out 
that the eelbraln IS SOMEBODY HE NEVER EVEN KNEW EXISTED BEFORE and 
blows his brains out. . .off-camera of course, this le a classy 
movie... with a speargun. 

AMSTERDAMNED is not a total waste... It's good to see a police 
commissioner stand by his investigating detective when the heat comes 
down, and there is one cool high-speed motorboat chase through the 
canals. 

But it is an almost total waste. If you must watch a masked killer 
flick, rent HALLOWEEN again, see this shit done right, than LEAVE IT 
BEHIND YOU. 

Just doing my bit for your cultural enhancement. 

LA LOIiA (196S) MEXICAN 

DIRECTED BY RAFAEL BALEDON REVIEWED BY GORDON HARHER 

Ever since I had seen the stills from this film, presented by Forrest 
J. Ackerman In Famous Monsters. I had a good idea this was one Hex- 
horror that I had to seek out. Hell 24 years later and with the aid 
of video I caught up to this taco terror. Film starts with great 
music by Raul Lavista, nice credit sequence and the obligatory full 
moon shots. In a country side crypt emerges a she-woif lusting for 
blood. Within mlnutss, three woodcutters are savagely ripped apart. 
These attacks are surprisingly viscious and the bloodletting is 
unusual for a '65 film. Interesting camera angles and the makeup is 


reminiscent of the 70a LEGEND OF THE HOLFHOHAN. 


Dr. Berstein (Joaquin Cordero) arrives at a mansion deep in the 
Mexican countryside to work with renowned Dr. Fernandes (Jose Elias 
Horeno'^SANTA CLAUS(ig59). Meanwhile at the sheriff's office, the 
local coroner. Dr. Gonzales (Crox Alvardo) examines the mutilated 
corpses, and concludes a savage anliaal is responsible. 

Back at the mansion a y>}ung woman (Kitty De Hoyos) Is seeking medical 
treatment. Only her servant (Columba Dominquez, the ex-wrestler. by 
the way) knows her real malady of lycanthropy. It also appears that 
Dr. Berstein is a warnwolf and during an attepted lata night meal 
consisting of the mute 10 year old granddaughter of Dr. Fernandes, he 
Is mortally wounded by an oriental Van Helsing (Noe Murayama)'s german 
shepherd. Noe carries him a sacred, Latin inscribed dagger and has 
bean pursuing both werewolves for some time. 

Dr. Berstein just makes it back to Dr. Fernandes' ultra-equipped lab. 
After some graphic open-heart surgery scenes (Slmllaar scenes used 
tour years later with J.E. Moreno in NIGHT OF THE BLOODY APES). His 
body is put into a cryogenic chamber. 

The sheriff (Roberto Canodo) unjustly jails (Noe) and his dog for the 
murders. It's while in jail. (Noe) explains his obsession with 
hunting the lycanthropes . 

The last 15 minutes of film is action packed and the fur starts to fly 
when Dr. Fernandes' wife (Hortenla Santovena) Inadvertently releases 
the wolfman from the cryogenic chamber. She’s torn apart. Dr. 
Fernandes is killed and Dominquez is ripped apart in a thrilling 
wrestling battle. Noe is killed by La Loba. And at the climax the 
coroner stabs La Loba to death with the dagger while the wolfman is 
killed by the dog. They die laying entwined on the barren ground. 
Great south-of-the-border pslicula. 



